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To mark the handover
from Mr. Tommy Mearns
to Mr. Gary Robb, there
will be a Commissioning
Service held in Holywood
Baptist Church on Saturday
16th February 2019 at
3.00 pm.

◆ Reports from the Centres

Please let Head Office
know if you would like to
attend. Everyone welcome.

◆ Sandes Conference 2019
◆ Prayer notes for January,
February and March
◆ 150th Anniversary &
Thanksgiving Service
◆ How the Mission came to be

SANDES ANNUAL CONFERENCE 12 - 14 April 2019
at Glenada, Newcastle, Co. Down.
Our Guest Speaker will be Pastor Val English
Please come along and hear about the work of SANDES

Greater Love

The New Irish Arts performed
their final rendition of their
Greater Love production in
Belfast City Hall in October. The
performance told the story of
the soldiers from all corners of
the island of Ireland who united
together to fight against a
common enemy. They sang
songs from the period and
described the excitement of
some of the young men as they
signed up to serve king and
country. A member of the wind
section in the orchestra played a
bugle that had once been
played
at
Messines.
The
narrators read from letters that
had been sent home from the
trenches and one of the letters
described the day in 1914 when
the
guns
fell
silent
for
Christmas Day and the opposing
armies played football together

and exchanged gifts for a few
short hours. A brief example of
how
relationships
destroy
hatred. They read from a diary
that had belonged to the
grandfather of one of the
musicians. Various entries told
of the monotony of waiting in
the trenches when nothing was
happened, and then the horror
and fear when it did. It
described the biting winter cold
and the conditions that the
soldiers were living in. Then the
entries stopped. By the end of
1918, over eight million lives
had been lost and changed
forever. As a parent of two
teenage boys, the production
brought home to me that 100
years ago, they would have been
going off to fight, and also it
brought home to me that they
may not have come back.

While the world is not currently
at war, there is still a battle
raging across the world, the
battle for souls. Where the
soldier bravely lays his life on the
line for the hope of a better
future for his country and is
prepared to pay the ultimate
sacrifice, there is a hope that is
eternal and does not have to be
fought for. The blood has already
been spilt to pay for that hope
and it was the blood of only one
man, the Lord Jesus Christ. We
can only know true peace in our
own
lives
through
the
forgiveness of our sins against
the one true God, our Heavenly
Father.
As we start a new year, do you
have the peace in your heart that
only Christ can give? If you do,
rejoice and give thanks. If not,

consider that God so loved you,
that He gave His only Son, so that
you could have peace and eternal
life.
At Sandes, our mission and
prayer is that all of the soldiers
and their families that we meet
through our Centres will hear
and come to know of this hope,
and while they may or may not
have to go to war in the world,
that they would have peace for
eternity.
Pray with us that in 2019 we will
see an outpouring of God's
conviction and blessing on all of
those who hear and have heard
about the Saviour through the
work of Sandes.
Gary Robb

I would like to take a moment to thank all of our supporters
who have taken the time to write to me in order to encourage
me as I take over the post of Mission Director from Tommy.
Your kind and generous words have been a great
encouragement to my family and me, and we are excited at
the opportunity to get to know the Sandes family even more.
Thank you very much, your love and prayer spurs us on!
I would also like to thank Tommy for his advice and guidance
as I take on my new role at Sandes. Tommy has guided
Sandes through many difficult times during his tenure, and I
trust that God will enable me with the grace and wisdom that
Tommy has shown to all that he has encountered through
Sandes. On behalf of the Council and all the staff at the
Sandes Centres and Head Office, I wish Tommy God's
blessing in all that he becomes involved with and from all of
us "THANK YOU!"

FOCUS
on

Harrogate
In a Christmas letter we receive
every year we hear from a
childhood friend who sends me a
lovely long letter telling me of all
the wonderful things that has
happened to them as a family
throughout the year, the bad
times and the blessings, the
highlights and the lows.
The Focus magazine over the
year and especially at this time of
the year gives us a chance to
share our year at Harrogate with
all of you. All in all it has been a
wonderful year and it has gone
by in a flash, we have all been
heard saying “where has the time
gone” and the tides they are
changing.
In November we said goodbye to
our long serving mission director
Mr. Tommy Mearns we were all
sad to see Tommy go. Tommy
was always ready to take on any
role for Sandes and had many a
battle for the work, over his time
serving the Lord in Head office.
Our new mission director Mr
Gary Robb has already been on a
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short visit to Harrogate and we
hope it will be the first of many,
we wish both Gary and Tommy
the Lord’s blessings in all they
do in the future and we wish
Tommy a very happy retirement
but as we all know there is no
retirement in the Lord’s work. (!)
Well the wonderful news is that
our new intake has made their
way into Sandes, they love to be
known by us and say we feel
special in Sandes and they are
very special to us.
Speaking of being special to us,
Kara who has been with us for
over seven years has now left
Sandes to go into caring, Kara
was always so loyal to us and
had Sandes mission deep in her
heart she was very caring and
gave her tasks 100% we were
both sad to see her go but happy
that she was taking a step on the
new chapter of her life and we
know she will excel in all she
does in the future.

The soldiers of tomorrow relaxing in Sandes.
As most of you will know
already how much we feel
privileged to be serving here in
Harrogate and as a team it can
be fun fun fun even in the
busyness of the Centre. We can
all pull together to make sure
everyone gets what they want
when they want as time is
never always on our side and
suddenly, we are filled to the
rafters, evenings are more
relaxed with training staff and
junior soldiers not having to
rush around and they get to
really chill, relax and enjoy the
peace and quiet of the Centre.
Bibles, dog tags and tracts are

all available around the centre
and people do help themselves
as well as the ones handed out
by the team. It is always
encouraging when someone
shares how much it means to
them the little book of
encouragement that they had
sent to their mum and of
course it goes without saying
the dog tags go like wild fire
they are loved by everyone
especially the regimental ones
that have their regimental
prayer and cap badge on and
we hope that the wee seeds
sown will grow!

Mark and Sally are very much on
board and it is wonderful to see
the blessing they are to the work
here at Harrogate and of course
in turn the blessings they
receive. We thank the Lord for
His faithfulness as a team.
Denise is planning a trip to
Australia to visit her brother that
she hasn’t seen for twelve years,
so she is very excited to be
going
for
Christmas.
This
wonderful time of the year is
drawing near to us and is a real
favourite with
me.Christmas
means hope, Christmas means
forgiveness and reconciliation,
Christmas means family and a
time to look forward to new

beginnings, exciting times ahead
to see what God has instore for
all of us and the wonderful work
of Sandes.
By the time you read this
Christmas will be over but we
hope you all will have had a
Happy and Peaceful Christmas
and for the New year ahead we
wish each and everyone of you
The Lord’s blessings in 2019 and
thank you for all your prayers
and support to us and the work
of Sandes at Harrogate.

Jim and Mary Jane McCracken

Enjoying the Christmas decorations in Sandes after a busy day!

FOCUS
on

Holywood
Some years ago, when we lived
in America, I was sitting on the
porch of a farmer who attended
my church. As we looked out on
the fields which seemed to go
on forever, he told me that
those fields were once acres of
trees, and they had to be cut
down in order to grow corn.
However, I noticed that in
several of the fields one tree
remained
standing,
their
branches reaching up and
spreading out. The farmer told
me why those single trees were
left standing, it was an old
tradition to leave one tree in the
field so the farmers or the
animals would have a cool place
to rest when the hot summer
sun was beating down.
At times, we all find that we
alone have survived something,
and we do not know why.
Soldiers coming home from
combat or a life threatening
illness all struggle to know why
they survived when others did
not.
The Old Testament speaks of a
remnant of Israelites whom God
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spared when the nation was sent
into
exile;
the
remnant
preserved God’s law and later
built the temple (Ezra 9:9). The
Apostle Paul referred to himself
as part of the remnant of God
(Rom 11: 1-5), he was spared to
become God’s messenger to the
gentiles (Rom 11:13). When we
think about it, we at Sandes are
like that lone tree. If we stand
where others have fallen, it is to
raise our hands to heaven in
praise to thank God for what He
has done and for what He is
about to do. If we spread out
our arms as a shade to the
weary, the Lord enables us to be
a tree of rest for others. We
thank you for your support as
we labour for the Lord, and we
thank
you
for
your
encouragement through your
prayers, gifts and words.
Praising God for Good News
Club: Joyce and Stephanie, who
are invaluable in the ministry of
the children’s work, have again
stepped up to the plate and will
continue to give of their time
and talents in the new season of
clubs. We all have been praying

over the summer break that the
Good News Club would be able
to recommence in October, as
you are aware, the number of
families continue to decrease
because of changes within the
regiment. Your prayers have
been answered and hopefully it
will encourage you to keep on
praying as the Good News Club
did recommence in October and
to our surprise we now have at
least ten children attending, it
was a joy to see some new faces
joining us. Please continue to
remember in prayer the children
who came along to club as well
as those who have moved on.
Pray that God would keep His
hand upon them as they settle
into their new environments.
Once again, the door is open to
have a joint Christmas special
with our own club and the youth
club. In the past, these joint
clubs have been a real blessing,
as we reach boys and girls who
do not attend our own club.
What a joy to watch them drink
in every detail of the Christmas
story and to see their parents
listening
attentively.
Usually
after these Christmas specials,
some of the parents give us
some
very
encouraging
feedback. Our thanks go to
Roberta Sherlock and Julie
Fenton,
full-time
Child
Evangelism Fellowship workers,
who on such occasions have
faithfully ministered God’s word.
Praising God for opportunities:
We thank God for other

opportunities to share His word
and for those practical ways to
show that we care as well as to
have a bit of fun with some of
our surprise visitors. Several
months ago, our cleaner Julie
asked us to arrange a surprise
birthday
lunch
with
cake,
candles and the Sandes choir to
sing happy birthday for her
husband Allan who works in
Army
Welfare.
They
both
enjoyed their time together.

Allan celebrates his birthday!
Welfare asked us to host a
coffee morning in order that the
Presbyterian Moderator along
with two local ministers and
members of the WPI could meet
and show their support for the
new Padre (Heather). Other
welfare
organisations
were
present and we were all given an
opportunity to talk about our
work and how we support the
soldiers and their families. It
was a great opportunity to share
about the work of Sandes and
the
feedback
was
very
encouraging.
We were asked to host another

coffee
morning
for
those
attending
the
remembrance
service, at the Garden of
Remembrance
in
Palace
Barracks. During their time in
the Centre, a number of UCB
books and other literature was
taken and a few shook hands
with me and said it was great to
see a strong Christian witness
still on camp, they all had very
found memories of their time in
Sandes both at Palace and
Ballykinlar. Pray with us for more
of these divine appointments.
It was great to have a return visit
from Paul Clark MBE. It was both
refreshing and encouraging to
spend some time with him, and
we all appreciate Paul’s interest
in the work of both Sandes and
the military. I would like to
thank Paul for taking the time
out of his busy schedule and
brightening up our day.

We thank God that opportunities
still arise to talk with the lads,
and
especially
for
those
opportunities we continue to
have with some of the civilians
who continually ask for the UCB
daily reading booklets, which in
turn gives rise to numerous
conversations. Praise God there
has been opportunities to give
out several Bibles and other
booklets
that
have
been
supplied by UCB.
We
are
all
of
course
strengthened and encouraged
by your prayerful support and as
we see the Lord’s hand at work,
so I’m sure that whatever lies
ahead in the New Year we will
stand firm and trust in Him our
“lone tree”, that cool place of
rest. Come unto me all who
labour and I will give you rest.

Chris and Marlene Wilkinson

Mr. Paul Clark MBE with Stephanie, Evelyn, Julie and Chris at the
Sandes Centre in Palace Barracks.

FOCUS
on

Lisburn
The account of the Children of
Israel
fighting
against
the
Amalekites in Exodus 17 has
always been one of my favourite
parts of the Old Testament. If
you are not familiar with the
story, it is when God told Moses
to hold aloft his staff, (which
was the symbol of God’s power)
and as long as the staff was held
aloft the children of Israel had
the upper hand in the battle but
if Moses lowered his hands and
the
staff
the
Amalekites
prevailed. Moses was an old man
and was unable to hold the staff
up for a long period of time, so
Moses’s brother, Aaron, and one
of his helpers, Hur, stood at
either side of Moses and helped
him in his task of holding the
staff aloft, and as a result,
Joshua (the commander of the
Israelite army) overwhelmed the
army of Amalek in battle.
The reason I love this account is
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not that it is an amazing story of
a mighty victory for God’s
people
although
that
is
important, but I love the part
where Aaron and Hur came to
the assistance of Moses. It
reminds me of the Christian life,
many times we feel we are in a
battle situation and life is not
easy, but when we are a
Christian we are part of the
family of God and we have
Christian friends around us who
support us and come along side
to help us. This help can come
in many different ways whether
it is practical help, a word of
encouragement in the form of a
phone call, text message or a
letter/card and just as important
is praying with and for each
other.
In Sandes we are not only part of
the family of God but we also
feel that we have a “Sandes
family” and over this quarter Jan

and I will reach our 14 year mark
and we can honestly say that we
are really blessed to be a part of
this family. Over these 14 years
we have been helped and
encouraged by many people in
all the ways mentioned above,
many times over. We really
thank God for all our families,
(physical, Sandes and local
church) and without all of their
support the last 14 years would
have been very difficult and we
thank you all for your continued
support.
This last quarter has been a very
busy one for us in Lisburn and
Ballykinlar.
We
have
said
goodbye to Tracey who had to
stop work to care for her
daughter who has ongoing
health problems.

Tracey had worked with us in
Lisburn for 3½ years, she was a
very hard worker who was very
much a part of the Sandes
family. We already miss her and
we pray that she will know God’s
blessing in her life. With Tracey
leaving and the busyness of the
Centres we have had an extra
workload but God has not only
given us the energy we need but
has also provided us with some
great volunteers who give up
their time to come in and do
dishes and clear tables and help
with some of the general duties.
They also encourage us more
than they know. We are
advertising for more staff and
hopefully by the time you are
reading this we will have at least
one extra staff member.

Plenty of cadets relaxing and enjoying their time in Sandes at
Ballykinler last November!

The 2 Rifles remain a very busy
regiment
and
have
had
deployment and training all over
the world from places like the
Falkland Islands, Sierra Leone
and south Sudan. We do miss
them when they are away and
are always glad to see them
back home. Even when they are
away we remain busy with the
other units that are in Lisburn,
the Royal Signals, the Royal Irish
and all of the 38 Brigade staff
too. We have also seen an
increase in the amount of Cadet
evenings in Ballykinlar, we have
had over the winter, sometimes
3 or 4 a month, and the average
numbers on the cadet nights has
increased too, we used to have
numbers from 40-80 now most
nights have numbers from
80-120. These are always fun
lively nights when the cadets
come in for a break from their
training and have the chance to
play some pool, table tennis or
table football, or just relax and
chat with their friends and of
course have some food and
sweets. During these evenings
the Bibles, daily reading books
and dog tags remain popular,
especially with the junior cadets.
During November we had a visit
from 17 Padres from the Navy
reserve. I was able to give them
a talk on the history of Sandes

and share with them of some of
the ways that God has been
faithful in meeting our needs
and the ways He uses us to
reach out to others. It was a very
blessed day and many of the
Padres were encouraged as we
were too. It was one of our
busiest days and we praise God
that even in the midst of the
busyness we can still take time
to encourage and be
encouraged.
The wives' prayer meeting has
now moved to a Wednesday as it
suits more people to meet then
and we praise God too for
increased numbers in our “Still
Time”
prayer
meeting
on
Thursday afternoons. We have
also have good fellowship with
the Padres at their prayer
meeting, it is great to see that
God’s family are in many places
and we can have fellowship
everywhere.
Make every effort to keep
yourselves united in the Spirit,
binding yourselves together
with peace. Ephesians 4:3

Trevor and Jan Pinkerton

FOCUS
on

Pirbright
This quarter has been full of
wonderful blessings; I’m sure you
will recall that we have asked you
all many times to pray for us to be
included
in
the
training
programme, to ensure we see the
recruits. We are not quite there yet
but
we
are
seeing
more
opportunities
to
have
an
introduction to them, so much so
that we had four troops in one
evening in November. I don’t
believe that we have ever had that
during our tenure here.
These times are important, this
mixed troop are in week one of
fourteen and it is a grueling
experience for them. They need
support, they need prayer, they
need smiles, hugs, Scripture and
Biblical wisdom. We introduce all
these things to them during this
30min session. We are bold with
them, we don’t hide our passion,
some of these young people have
never heard an evangelical prayer
before and we always end with a
prayer. Eight Bibles and 3 Daily
Breads were taken at the end of
this session, how much more
important can it get than them
receiving the Spirit breathed word
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of God?
Three recruits committed their
lives to The Lord since we last
wrote in the Focus magazine. I
remember that Deise had only just
read to me about a missionary who
had worked in the mission field for
50 years and was despondent
because she had never seen the
harvest and then on her final day
someone gave their life to Christ.
We are so very

Martin talking to some of the
troops that have come into Sandes

privileged to have seen a harvest
of three souls, we had never
anticipated that this would be the
case here at Pirbright, we thought
this would be a seed sowing
ministry but God blessed us more
than we could imagine.
Keep praying for the recruits to
be given a formal introduction to
Sandes as I think this is very
important.
The photo below is of Le Cateau
Troop who came to Sandes for
their Ice Breaker session, which is
a “getting to know each other”
time. They leave mud and
branches all over the Centre as
they come straight from the field
into Sandes but they are worth it.
Rarely do a troop come to Sandes
for Ice Breaker but we have had 3
in as many weeks. Progress is
being made, it’s been a long haul
but we seem to be getting there.
Keep praying please!

"final fling" as I write this and
then the next week they will be
doing drill practice, and then
phase two awaits them. Some of
the guys call this HMP Pirbright
because they are enclosed in this
camp with very little time to
themselves and for 7 of the 14
weeks they can’t go anywhere in
the camp unaccompanied. We
encourage them to persevere;
why? Because Romans 5 tells us:
“Not only so, but we also glory
in our sufferings, because we
know that suffering produces
perseverance;
perseverance,
character; and character, hope.”
This is a regular Scripture reading
that is shared here as it is so
relevant to their circumstances
and we love to see their smiling
faces as they overcome their
difficulties.

Some of the regulars here are on
Martin with Le Cateau Troop on their Ice Breaker session.

Deise, Durga and Michelle spending some
time with a few of the Sandes regulars.
Deise and I will be leaving Sandes
in February as The Lord has called
us away. We would like to express
our sincere thanks to everyone
who has stood behind us, the
Centre at Pirbright and Sandes
during our time here. It has been
an immense pleasure to work with
people of such faithfulness and we
feel very privileged to have had
this opportunity in this very
important work. God bless you all!
I will leave you with this Scripture,
I pray this for myself, for everyone
that will ever come through these
doors and for every one of you in
all circumstances:

Philipians 4: 6-7
“Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation,
by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving,
present
your
requests to God.
And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your
minds.
In Christ we trust, not on our
own
strength;
be
blessed
faithful people.”

Martin, Deise & Team

Prayer Diary
1st-4th February

Lisburn Missionary Convention

5th March

CVWW meeting in London

6th March

Sandes Deputation in Ballymena Congregational Church

Prayer Requests
Pray that we could continue to build a good and strong
team in Sandes in all positions.
Pray for divine wisdom for the planning of the way
forward for Sandes in all areas of its operations.
Give thanks for the life of Mrs. Violet Buckley who was
called home on November 9, 2018. A long standing
supporter of Sandes, Mrs. Buckley will be greatly missed.

Please pray for our Superintendents and Support Workers:
Jim and Mary Jane McCracken
Mark and Sally Nieuwouldt

Harrogate
Harrogate

Chris and Marlene Wilkinson

Holywood

Trevor & Jan Pinkerton

Lisburn/Ballykinler

Martin and Deise Lewis
James and Michelle Loubser

Pirbright
Pirbright

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and
always keep on praying for all the Lord's people.
Ephesians 6:18

January 2019
Please pray for:
1

rest & restoration for all the workers
of Sandes

16 the marriages and health of the
families of Sandes workers

2

soldiers and their families suffering
from the consequences of conflict

17 protection for the Sandes Mission
against spiritual attack

3

God's favour and blessing on all
Christian ministries to the military

18 the Sandes monthly prayer meeting
at noon today

4

the work of Sandes to bear fruit in
the lives of those we reach out to

19 Sandes to know a fresh anointing as
we face the challenges of this age

5

courage and confidence for
Christians serving in the Army

20 breakthroughs as we see people
within the military being saved

6

those in the Sandes family who need
a healing touch from the Lord

7

wisdom and guidance for the new
Mission Director

21 goodwill support from the
Commanding Officers and their
teams on all our camps

8

for the right couple to come forward
as a Support Couple in Lisburn

9

encouragement and blessing on
those who prayerfully support
Sandes

10 a secure spiritual climate on camps
and especially in our Sandes Centres
11 wisdom on new initiatives or
opportunities presented to Sandes
12 good relationships and partnership
with Padres on camp
13 divine inspiration for Padres taking
services today in the Garrison
Churches
14 The Sandes Trustees as they meet
tonight
15 opportunities to help and witness
despite the busyness of running the
centres

22 increased footfall in all our centres
23 wisdom for the Sandes Committee
24 those soldiers and recruits who have
come to Sandes with life issues
25 the Bibles and literature being
distributed at our centres to be
effective
26 growth in the Sandes prayer and
financial support base
27 opportunities with wives and children
on all of the camps
28 all the little seeds of faith planted
through Sandes, that they would
grow and bear fruit
29 soldiers and their families to come to
living faith in Christ
30 settled and committed teams in
Sandes

31 the Lord's financial provision for the
work in the year ahead
Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought
to pray and not lose heart.
Luke 18:1

February 2019
Please pray for:
1

the safety of our soldiers on
deployment

15 the right people to come forward as
volunteers in Lisburn

2

for our vice presidents and others
working behind the scenes to create
this platform for Sandes outreach

16 the Commissioning Service today for
the Mission Director

3
4
5

Martin and Deise and their Team in
Pirbright
Jim and Mary Jane and their Team in
Harrogate

17 Chris and Marlene and their Team in
Holywood
18 God's leading for the future of
Sandes

19 the value of Sandes to be recognised
a secure spiritual climate on camps
and supported by all of those within
and especially in our Sandes Centres
the welfare elements of the Army

6

wisdom on new initiatives or
opportunities presented to Sandes

20 a growth in the support base of
Sandes

7

increased usage of the Sandes
centres with opportunities to impact
lives

21 a sense of freshness and newness for
those who encounter the message of
hope in Sandes

8

opportunities in Holywood despite
low troop numbers on site

22 protection for our troops serving and
training throughout the world

9

preparations for the Annual
Conference in April

23 opportunities with recruits coming
into Sandes on Saturday evenings

10 divine inspiration for Padres taking
services today

24 encouragement for Christians in the
Armed Forces to share their faith

11 good rapport with all soldiers
coming to the Centres

25 Sandes to be relevant to todays
soldiers

12 Trevor and Jan and their Team in
Lisburn

26 Bibles, literature and dog tags being
distributed through our centres

13 a sense of peace and Godly purpose
for those workers facing challenges

27 wisdom for the Sandes Committee

14 new opportunities for outreach in
each of our centres

28 fresh ideas and effective ways for
outreach within and beyond the
Sandes Centres

The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails
much. James 5:16

March 2019
Please pray for:
1

Jim and Mary Jane and their Team in
Harrogate

2

Finance team in Head Office as they
prepare year end accounts and
prepare for annual audit

3

the health and well being of the
family members of those working in
Sandes

4
5

good and supportive relationships
with Padres on the camps
those missions attending the CVWW
meeting in London today

6

Sandes Deputation at Ballymena
Congregational Church today

7

funding to replace worn and
damaged furniture in the Centres

8

a renewed sense of vision and a fresh
anointing on Sandes

9

a secure spiritual climate on camps
and especially in our Centres

16 opportunities to witness despite the
busyness of running centres
17 Sandes workers would know real
peace and encouragement in their
endeavours
18 Trevor and Jan and their Team in
Lisburn
19 preparations for the Annual
Conference in April
20 continued protection for Sandes
against spiritual attack
21 praise God for recent breakthroughs
and pray that we would see more
people saved
22 the Lord's financial provision for the
work of the Mission
23 courage and confidence for
Christians serving in the Army
24 a deep revelation of God's love to all
attending garrison services today

25
10 conviction of the Holy Spirit to
awaken people within the military
community from spiritual apathy and
26
unbelief
11 James and Michelle and the Team in
Pirbright
12 soldiers and their families suffering
from the consequences of conflict

that the new CVWW charter would
still confirm Army housing without
charge for Sandes
that more and more people will catch
the vision for Sandes

27 thanksgiving for all of our
volunteers
28 wisdom for new initiatives

13 people to consider supporting
Sandes in their legacy planning

29 Chris and Marlene and their Team in
Holywood

14 a growth in foot fall across all our
Centres

30 a support couple for Lisburn
31 hope rather than despair for those
suffering emotional distress as a
result of military service

15 the Sandes monthly prayer meeting
at noon today
Let my prayer be set before You as incense, the lifting
of my hands as the evening sacrifice
Psalm 141:2

Deputations
Would you like someone from Sandes to visit
your church group and talk about the work
that Sandes does with the military?
Learn of the history of Sandes and what
goes on at each of our Centres.
See the materials and literature that we
distribute in the U.K. and across the world to
support our soldiers.
Join the hundreds of people who support the
work of Sandes. Stand with us as we seek to
bring Christian love and witness to those
within HM Forces.
To arrange a suitable date and time, please
call Head Office on 028 90 500 250 or
email admin@sandes.org.uk

Support Couples

Gift Aid

Are you a Stephen or a Martha or do you know
anyone who could be? Martha cooked and
served meals to the Lord, and Stephen was
involved in distributing food to the widows.
The Lord valued their service. If you are
looking for an opportunity to serve the Lord,
then consider Sandes.

Gift Aid is a tax relief allowing UK
charities such as Sandes to reclaim an
extra 25% on every eligible donation
made by a UK tax payer.

Sandes runs Centres as part of our outreach
where soldiers and their families can come
and relax and unwind from the pressures of
military life. Sandes is an oasis on the Army
camp where you can find good home cooking,
wholesome recreation and a friend to talk to.
As a Christian Mission, we endeavour to
practically demonstrate God's love and build
bridges of friendship through which we can
share the hope of the Gospel.
While military or catering experience would be
ideal, it is not essential as full training will be
given. If you are or someone you know would
be interested in this opportunity to serve God,
full details are available from Sandes Head
Office
or
www.globalconnections.org.uk/
vocations/uk-jobs

For every £1 that is kindly and generously
donated to further the work of Sandes,
HMRC will increase the value of your
donation by 25p (25%). This extra amount
makes a huge difference to the work of
Sandes.
When you donate, please circle "YES" on the
donation page to confirm whether or not you
are a UK taxpayer. Please note that Gift Aid
can only be reclaimed on donations made by
individuals who pay UK income or capital
gains tax at a rate at least equal to the
amount reclaimed on their donations in the
current tax year.
If you have any queries, please contact
Sandes Head Office on 028 9050 0250 or via
email on admin@sandes.org.uk

As we look back this
year on 150 years of
Sandes, take a
moment to remember
how it all started:

Elizabeth Anne (Elise) Sandes was
born in 1851 in Oak Villa in
Oakpark, Tralee into a relatively
wealthy family. She had six
sisters and two brothers and was
described as being a very clever
child with an imaginative mind
and
studious
nature.
She
remembered reading books and
writing letters even before she
first entered a school classroom.
Among her friends on the next
estate was the boy who would
later become the famous senior

British
Army
officer
Earl
Kitchener. A young Miss Sandes
was devastated by the death of
her father in 1866 when she was
just fifteen years of age, and
sought
solace
in
the
companionship of her good
friend Mary Fry. Together the
girls resolved to do God's work in
helping to lead others towards
Christianity.
At
this
time,
regiments of British soldiers were
stationed in many parts of
Ireland and Mary was moved with

compassion to see how young
lads of around eighteen years
of age were being drawn away
into bad company and falling
deeper and deeper into sin.
Mary began to invite the young
soldiers to her home and
encouraged them to converse
and ask questions. Elise's
interest was aroused and
together
the
two
women
worked and prayed together for
the young soldiers. Sadly, Mary
died not long after these early
exchanges, but just before she
died she had asked Elise to
befriend
a
young
soldier
stationed not far from her
home in Tralee.
In 1869 she invited that young
soldier and his friends to her
mother's house in Oak Villa for
regular sessions of Bible study,
prayers, hymn-singing, as well
as lessons in reading and
writing.
Soldiers
gladly
accepted the invitation and by
1871 the meetings had to be
moved to a new location in
Nelson Street to accommodate
the swelling numbers. Initially
she had felt particularly sorry
for the drummer boys (ten to a
regiment)
who
had
been
recruited into the Army at just
fifteen years of age, and yet
there were just as many
hardened men in the ranks
seeking the same friendship
and sympathy. Shortly after the
regiment had been posted to
Cork, she met the soldiers
again and discovered how

much they missed the friendly
atmosphere of the rooms in
Tralee. It was also apparent that
since arriving in Cork many of
the soldiers had since fallen
prey to the destructive effects
of alcohol and needed help.
Elise resolved to find alternative
premises in Cork for this
purpose and eventually rooms
in King Street were purchased
for £259 due to the generosity
of a retired Naval Officer. It was
here that the first 'Sandes Home
for Soldiers' opened its doors
on 10 June 1877.
Although the movement is
officially registered as being
founded in 1869, the new
premises in Cork was the first
building to bear the name, its
stated purpose being to steer
young soldiers away from the
evils of drink and offer them an
accommodating
centre
for
companionship, entertainment
and
self-improvement.
The
house was a plain ordinary
dwelling-house, but Elise made
every effort to ensure that the
rooms were bright and cosy,
and that the atmosphere in the
homes was always welcoming.
The prayers and religious
services were always provided
on a voluntary basis for the
soldiers. The ground floor of
the first homes typically had a
tea-room, a meeting room and
a reading room, while the top
floor
had
private
accommodation
for
the
proprietors. Very soon, many

homes in Dublin, Ballincollig,
Queenstown
and
Dundalk
became part of a growing
network, and Elise Sandes' dream
of having a home in every
garrison town in Ireland was fast
becoming a reality. In 1899 the
opening of a home in the
Curragh, where there were 5,000
soldiers,
was
particularly
gratifying to Elise Sandes. The
erection of 'canvas homes' in
South Africa during the Boer war
led to a similar type of temporary
home for the summer months in
army camps like Coolmoney in
the Glen of Imaal, Co. Wicklow.
There was no shortage of willing
helpers ready to assist Elise –
many gave life service towards
steering men away from sin and
onto the path of virtue. The
women in charge were addressed

as 'mother', and it is clear from
the many testimonies of grateful
soldiers that they created a
'homely atmosphere for lonely
men, some of whom were
alcoholics. Many men came to
see themselves as saved in body
and spirit, and some went on to
become evangelical missionaries.
Elise Sandes was a charismatic
leader who had a profound
impact on all who met her.
One hundred and fifty years later,
that loving care and passion for
sharing the Gospel is still at the
heart of the Sandes Mission.
Daily, lives are being touched
through the demonstration of
God's love, and seeds of the
Gospel are planted in hearts
across the military.

Mr Robin Masefield
presenting Mr
Tommy Mearns
with a donation
raised from the
sales of his book
"The History of
Palace Barracks
and Holywood as a
Garrison Town".
(Available from all
good book shops
or Sandes H.O. for
£10)

Celebrating 150 Years
of the
Sandes Mission
to
Soldiers and Airmen

Anniversary and Thanksgiving
Service
Saturday 28th September 2019 (d.v.)
Lisburn Cathedral
SAVE THE DATE!
You are warmly invited to join with us as we celebrate
the 150th anniversary of Sandes, and give thanks to God
for His goodness and faithfulness to the Mission since it
was started in 1869 by Elise Sandes.
Further details will follow in the next issue of FOCUS

BOOKING FORM

Sandes Annual Conference
12-14 April 2019
Glenada, Newcastle, Co. Down
Guest Speaker - Pastor Val English
£130 per person (Friday High Tea to Sunday Lunch)

Residential or Day Visitor:
Number of Adults:

Number of Children (u16):

Name:
Address:

Town/City:

Post Code:

Contact no:

Email:

Special Dietary Requirements:

Payment: £20 deposit per person for ....... Residential places @ £130/each:
(for single occupancy please add £8/night)
For Day Visitors:
....... x Saturday lunch @ £9.00/each:
....... x Saturday Dinner @ £14.95/each:
....... x Sunday Dinner @ £14.95/each:

SANDES
The Soldier's friend since 1869
As a Christian Mission we depend on your prayerful and financial support to
sustain our work. Please consider making a donation or joining our mailing list.
Stand with us as we seek to bring Christian love and witness to those within the
military and help us secure this foothold for the Gospel.

Name: ..................................................................................................
Address: ..............................................................................................
.............................................................................................................
Town/City: ....................................... Post Code: .................................
I would like to help and support the work of Sandes
and enclose a donation to the value of:

£_________________

Q119

Please treat this and any future donations to Sandes as Gift Aid - Yes / No
We can claim Gift Aid on your donation if you pay Income Tax or Capital
Gains Tax. For every £1 you donate, the Inland Revenue will give us 25
pence back, effectively increasing your donation by a further 25%!
(It is important that we keep our records up to date, so please advise us if
there is any change in your tax status or address).
You can also donate by:
• Direct Debit
• Standing Order
• Payroll Giving
• On-line at www.sandes.org.uk
• Leaving a Legacy
Please contact us if you would like more information on ways to donate.
I would like to receive ............ copies of Focus at the above address.
If you would like to arrange for a speaker from Sandes for your Church
Group, please contact Sandes Head Office on 028 90 500 250.
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