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Written on the palms of my hand
While this was happening, out in the Far
East the British XIV Army continued its
deadly struggle with the Imperial Japanese
Army. The war had not started well in the
east. Following the fall of Singapore,
thousands of British and Commonwealth
soldiers spent years as POWs in forced
labour and many of them died needlessly
because of the wicked and cruel conditions
they were forced to endure. Burma became
the scene for some of the most savage
fighting of the war as British troops fought
to stem the tide of Japanese advance.

The memorial to the fallen at Kohima

In April 1945 the eyes of the world were
focused on Europe as Allied Armies had a
strong grip on the German Army and the
war was moving to an inevitable conclusion.
The commitment in terms of assets and
personnel used in the invasion of Europe
and the advance towards Germany was
beyond imagination. Although there was
still intense fighting and great horrors
coming to light, there was great relief in
Britain that after years of terrible hardship
it was nearly over. Cameramen and
reporters were on hand to bring the latest
news to everyone back home. People
huddled around radios to listen and follow
day by day the progress being made. Soon
there would be jubilation and an outpouring
of joy as VE day would soon be celebrated.

Wingate developed new tactics with the
Chindits fighting far behind enemy lines and
being supplied by air. This certainly slowed
the Japanese advance and demonstrated
that our troops could engage successfully
in jungle warfare. Although this helped
greatly with the sense of self belief, soldiers
fighting in Burma still considered
themselves to be the ‘forgotten army’.
Resources were short, they were far from
home and the Burma campaign was
generally overlooked by the press. When
Lord Mountbatten took command in 1943
he told them they were not forgotten
because no one had heard of them in the
first place. He reassured them that this was
going to change and started a campaign to
improve the morale of the troops and build
greater awareness of the Burma campaign.
A major turning point in the war in Burma
was at a little place called Kohima. The
speed of the enemy advance towards India
had caught the British unprepared and the
Japanese attacked the Kohima ridge. This

care. Jesus warns us that we should not be
surprised by spiritual conflict. In the world
you have trouble and suffering, but take
courage, I have conquered the world. But
that doesn’t mean God has forgotten you.

dominated the road to Imphal were the
British were also besieged. In a memorable
battle 1200 troops withstood ten times
their number. Attacked relentlessly the
perimeter was squeezed so that eventually
only a tennis court separated the two
sides. There was to be no capitulation
and against all the odds they held on for
nine days until relief broke through. The
failure of the Japanese in this campaign
was the beginning of their end and put
the British Army on the front foot as they
started to push them out of Burma.

When we give our lives to the Lord we are
enlisted in His army, with victory assured.
As His children, we could never be a
forgotten army. See, I have engraved you
on the palms of my hands. Isaiah 49:16.
Often it is us who take our eyes off Him as
we become fixated on a problem but in 1
Peter we are told to give those burdens
over to the Lord. Ephesians 6 tells us how
we must stand firm against the devil by
surrendering all vestiges of self, putting on
Christ and standing in His strength alone.

When surviving troops arrived home from
Burma, the celebrations of VE day were
long over. There were no celebrations to
welcome them and suffering POWs were
quietly repatriated. This reinforced their
belief that they were indeed a forgotten
army. Yet today the Battle of Imphal and
Kohima is now considered by the National
Army Museum as ‘Britain's Greatest Battle’.

For those who believe, He released us from
sin and guilt; reconciled us to the Father;
equipped us to overcome the trails of this
world and laid before us the joy of eternal
life. He has certainly not forgotten us. Take
courage and keep trusting Him. One day
we will celebrate as we are welcomed home
with ‘Well done good and faithful servant’.

Maybe in your Christian walk you are
experiencing difficulties which seem to be
overwhelming you and no one seems to

An enduring testimony of courage, love and care
yourself on those cold winter nights on your
Florence Nightingale trips. All the very best
to you from every member of the battalion.”

The name of Miss Gladys Blackburne will
bring memories to many past pupils of
Methodist College Belfast, where she
taught for many years. Then after retiring
from teaching she became an official Prison
Visitor throughout the years of ‘The
Troubles’, meeting and seeking to help
prisoners from all sections of our
community. She also found time to visit
many of the Army Bases and Police
Stations to bring friendship and comfort to
everyone she met.

It was because of her tireless acts of love
and kindness towards the soldiers that she
has now officially remembered by means
of a dedication plaque in the Memorial
Gardens at Palace Barracks, Holywood.
The unveiling Ceremony took place on
Saturday 13 June 2015.
Retired soldiers travelled from the mainland
to join others from Northern Ireland. The
ceremony was led by Rev. Edward
Gorringe. He gave thanks for Gladys in
prayer and for her work in bringing comfort
to many Soldiers serving in NI during the
Troubles. Veteran soldier Ray Heathfield,
one of the organisers on behalf of veterans
of OP Banner (the operational name for
Army’s role in NI Troubles) paid the
following tribute.

She was tireless in her service to the injured
soldiers in the Military Wing of Musgrave
Park Hospital. A Colonel from the Light
Infantry based at North Howard Street
Belfast wrote, “I met you often when you
visited many West Belfast bases. Take
comfort that you are remembered and
appreciated for all you did for us in what
was intrudingly difficult circumstances for
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“Gladys, the daughter of a Police Sergeant,
graduated from Queen’s University. She
retired after many years as a mathematics
teacher at Methodist College Belfast and
then during the years of ‘The Troubles’ in
NI, she devoted her life to helping people
from all sides, caught up in the conflict.”

which is an indication of the love and
respect there still is for Gladys Blackburne.”
“Of all the stories I have heard about her,
some funny, some not so funny, one stands
out. A soldier was given a Bible by her
during his tour of duty in NI. When he left
the Army, he kept it safe until his own son
joined the Army. The son was then posted
on Operational tour of Afghanistan and
carried this same Bible with him while on
duty there. A wonderful example of the
respect shown to Gladys.”

“Many of the soldiers, RUC officers, prison
wardens and prisoners, would have known
Gladys. She met many of the inbound
flights into Aldergrove Airport, greeting
frightened soldiers taking their first steps
into an unknown conflict. Surely there was
no better way to start a tour of duty, than to
be met by a friendly smiling face and to be
given a small Calendar in a plastic wallet,
with the words,Thank you to our Security
Forces, written on it.”

Ray thanked those who helped make this
Memorial possible. “I am sure Gladys could
never have been forgotten anyway, but at
least we now have the permanent memorial
that many people wanted”.
Gladys carried out her work for peace
throughout Northern Ireland during those
very difficult years of continual terrorist
activity in which some 3,531 people were
killed and thousands more injured including
soldiers, police and civilians. Gladys was
called home to the Lord on the 26th April,
1993 aged 80. Her funeral service was held
at Finaghy Baptist Church, Belfast where
she had attended faithfully throughout
those troubled years and where she had
many friends who had assisted in
facilitating her many and varying requests.

“These small calendars were used by
soldiers to mark off the days until we went
home again and we called them ‘Chuff
Charts’ and so she became known as the
Chuff Chart Lady. She would turn up at
Army Camps, at any time of the day without
an appointment, and ask to come in. I can
remember her turning up at the front gate
of Fort Whiterock while I was on guard duty.
I recognised her and let her in, complete
with her shopping trolley. I asked her if she
was frightened, as we were in full view of
Turf Lodge estate. “Oh no dear, they won’t
hurt me,” she replied and then disappeared
into the camp. My final meeting with Gladys
was at Aldergrove Airport, when my tour
finished in 1988. Once again, Gladys was
there, this time to say goodbye and thank
us with some more of her small gifts.”

An abiding memory of her funeral service
is best told by Hazel Knox from Sandes
Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Centres. “Gladys
had made it clear that she did not want any
military recognition at her funeral, so
anyone from that world attended in plain
clothes. However, just as the service was
about to begin, two tall handsome army
officers in full uniform walked in, disobeying
her only at death. At the point of the cortege
departing from the church two army land
rovers (apparently by chance) appeared.
One drove ahead of the hearse and the
other behind, giving her an army escort to
her last resting place in defiance of her
expressed instructions, something they
would not have dared to do during her life”.

“The idea of this memorial project started
when I found a photograph of Gladys and
posted it on Facebook to see if anyone
remembered her. The response was
incredible. Many said they still had the pen,
calendar or Bible she gave them. Some
said they still carry them. There were 164
responses and this was the inspiration for
me to try and create a permanent memorial
to Gladys. Many people were supportive of
the idea but we had thirty days to raise a
£600. The target was met in three days

Ben Forde
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Learning to dance in the rain

The pass out parade demonstrated the confidence and discipline taught during training.

parade ground when they were tripping
over each other, skipping as they tried to
keep in step and apparently not knowing
left from right. I was privileged to be sitting
watching the pass off with the special
guests and VIPs and had a wonderful view
from start to finish. I usually sit with the
parents and families. They are always so
excited and proud to see their son or
daughter march on to the square. Most
people when they see the parade only see
anonymous soldiers in uniform but we can
still see the little characters who we have
come to know and love throughout the year
and so we can appreciate and share in the
excitement of the watching families.

I am writing this report while I am far away
from the Centre on our summer leave. My
diary with all my notes is back at the Centre
in Harrogate but it doesn’t matter because
I am writing direct from my heart.
The weeks leading up to summer leave
were amazing with Junior Soldiers in the
Centre at all times of the day. They were
hanging around chilling out and relaxing as
they prepared for the excitement of the
pass out parade. I had to laugh as we
listened to the nervous chatter about
everything needing to be perfect on the big
day and the teasing about who was likely
to make a mistake and mess it all up.
There is such a difference from those shy
retiring little boys and girls who arrived
here a year earlier. Now we saw confident
young men and women ready to step
forward and take their place in the ranks of
our Armed Forces. You could see some
real ‘characters’ among them but they are
all special and can be proud of their
achievements during their time here. The
pass off parade went perfectly, just like
clockwork. Believe me, that in itself was
incredible because I can remember with
smiling affection their first attempts on the
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This pass off parade was our Commanding
Officer’s last duty here in Harrogate and
we wish him and his family well in their new
posting. Colonel Lane was a regular visitor
to Sandes and had a real fondness for our
bacon and egg baguette, so much so that he
asked if we were going to name it after him
when he left. He wrote a lovely encouraging
note thanking Sandes for the difference they
make here on camp. The RSM will be also
be changing along with some of the
company commanders. Everything will

seem so new when we arrive back in
September with so many new staff and our
new intake of Junior Soldiers. Nonetheless
our thoughts are with those who left to
move to phase 2 training and then to their
Regiments and we hope that in some small
way we have managed to plant a little seed
of hope that will take root and lead them to
trust the Lord.

to remain faithful and trust Him. ‘Rejoice
always, pray continually, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus.’ It has been a wet summer
but as it turns to autumn the countryside
has never looked more beautiful. So all
that rain has eventually brought benefits,
we just need to learn to dance in it more.
We still live in hope that a good support
couple will come forward and that a house
would become available for them. We look
expectantly to the future knowing there is a
lot of support from different quarters here.
With a new Commanding Officer and so
many new staff, we hope that they will all
support us in our endeavours to be a
positive and caring presence here on the
camp. We do pray that the footfall will
improve as it is a concern to us but we will
wait and see what tomorrow brings and
trust the Lord to bring the changes. So we
have a new season, new hope and new
beginnings. Thank you for your prayerful
support as we share the hope and love we
have in Jesus to those here in Harrogate.

We often hear the optimistic words ‘Always
look on the bright side’ but my favourite is
‘Don't wait for the rain to stop but learn to
dance in the rain'. Difficult circumstances
can make that a hard call. In Sandes we
have had difficult times but have never lost
hope. When things were too heavy or hard
for me to carry, I know that the Lord has
been my strength and carried me through.
Talking helps especially to someone who
really cares. 1 Peter 5:7 says ‘Cast all your
anxiety on Him because He cares for you.’
As we experienced a real awareness of
God’s loving presence, those difficulties
became blessings in disguise. We are
privileged being here and we know that He
oversees everything and so we just need

Jim & Maryjane McCracken

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18

Training is hard work so its good the Junior Soldiers can come to Sandes to unwind and chat.
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Keep walking in His strength

Unexpected summer surge as cadets arrive at Pirbright during the normal summer leave period.

I wonder how many people realise when
they talk about going the extra mile that
they are actually quoting an instruction from
the Lord Jesus. This was in relation to a law
regarding the rights of occupying Roman
soldiers in Judea. Any soldier could order
you to carry their kit or whatever they were
carrying for one mile. The legal obligation
finished at one mile and the soldier could
not legally demand any more.
Could you imagine how people would react
to this today? You are out shopping or
walking the dog; perhaps catching up on
your gardening or playing with the kids;
maybe rushing to catch a train or just sitting
in the shade relaxing. In the midst of
whatever you were doing you get a
command, “You, come carry this load for
me!” Regardless of your circumstances you
would have been subject to censure if you
tried to refuse. There was no choice.
Although there are no draconian laws like
this anymore, the principle that Jesus was
teaching is still valid. In the Sermon on the

Mount, the Lord Jesus challenges us to go
not just beyond our obligation but also our
self-interest. Do you know people who will
only do the absolute minimum and achieve
nothing and others who appear successful
but are single-mindedly selfish? Jesus is
challenging us not to be limited by worldly
standards and expectation but to go beyond
obligation and self-interest particularly in
helping others. That is when we will find
opportunities to show that we really care.
Sandes was established on that principle.
Whenever we are introduced to week one
recruits, we always explain that we are here
to share the good news of the Gospel
because we care about them. Those would
be empty words if we were not prepared to
go that extra mile in helping them and that
is what has characterised this ministry since
its inception. We all see this work, not as
an obligation but as a choice, a calling and
a God given opportunity.
The last few months have been extremely
busy. We said in our last Focus report that

If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. Matt 5:41.
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we had seen some of the busiest months
since we started eight years ago, well it
continued and got busier and busier. In the
midst of this busyness we must always
remained focused and remember that every
visit is an opportunity to reach out and touch
someone’s heart by being Godly witnesses
in what we say and do.

beautifully hot day and the team took turns
to man the stand during the day. We were
amazed at the number of people who came
to the Sandes stand and told stories about
their time in our different Homes and
Centres, Singapore, Guildford and
Ballykinlar. We gave out Bibles, tracts and
dog tags and had the most amazing time
chatting to those who came to the stand
about the history of Sandes and the Lord’s
continuing purpose in this work.

In June we received a telephone call from
John, a member of the Household Division
Motorcycle Club who asked if we would
host their inaugural outing in July. They
were due to visit the camp where Sandes
holds so many memories for them. Trevor
and Christine obliged by opening the centre
on a Sunday for their visit. Their oldest
member was seventy three and they had
all done their basic training here at Pirbright
when it was the Guards depot. They all
spoke warmly of the welcome and safe
haven they found in Sandes when going
through their tough and demanding basic
training programme. They have now
nominated Sandes as one of their
designated charities and hope to make an
annual visit bringing along more people as
their membership grows.

August is the time when the recruits go
home on block leave, so before they left we
held a BBQ in the garden for them. We
were overwhelmed by the numbers who
came and struggled to keep up. On a
normal family sized BBQ we cooked thirty
steaks, one hundred and ninety six burgers
and eighty sausages. The welfare officer
heard about our struggle and bought us
another BBQ to make life a little easier next
time we have one.
We had anticipated a quiet time during this
block leave but then found out that the
cadets summer camp was to be relocated
to Pirbright. There were four hundred and
fifty cadets here for most of August. Their
CO asked if we could open up one Sunday
as there was nowhere else for them to go

At the end of June we had a stand at the
Armed Forces Day in Guildford. It was a

Members of the Household Division Motorcycle Club meeting up at Sandes

7

Two young Welsh Guards giving a beaming smile for the camera during a visit to Sandes.

Army. He has been a tremendous support
to Sandes and we wish him well. His
Replacement is WO1 Billy Biggar. He
knows Sandes of old and has pledged his
support in any way he can.

so Jillian and I opened the Centre and it
was packed from when we opened until
when we closed. Thankfully we had ordered
extra dog tags from Donna as they proved
to be very popular and we were able to give
out a number of Bibles to people we talked
to. The instructors were so happy, that they
had a collection to buy some new kiddies
toys for the garden and the CO gave us a
donation of £100 to support the work.

We are always delighted to see old friends.
WO1 Andy Dow popped in to see us again
when he was in the area. When we were in
Loughborough we visited WO1 Gaz
Rothwell who was a huge help during the
refurbishment of the building. We also had
a visit from our dear friend Matt Woollard.
We were delighted to see him and spent
quite some time chatting. He is off to Egypt
on a diving trip with BLESMA, an
organisation who support limbless exservicemen. Matt seems to be getting on
really well despite a number of setbacks.
Please remember him in your prayers and
the many others who are still coming to
terms with injuries.

Friday night Encounter is going well. Trevor
suggested the new name and format and
has introduced films, DVD’s and worship
music as people arrive. It has proved very
popular and we have had a group of
regulars for a number of weeks now. One
passed out at the end of August and two
others are in Sword Company which is the
rehab unit here on camp. Please pray that
this will bear fruit and encourage others in
their faith.
One of our regulars, Jase who has worked
here for six years, has moved on to
ventures new. He is now working in
Westminster and seems to be enjoying his
new job and we trust and pray that any little
seeds planted during his time in Sandes will
bear fruit in due season. Our RSM, John
Maclachlan is leaving to join the Australian

We remain privileged to be able to serve
the Lord here in Sandes and hope that we
can all faithfully lay aside any sense of
obligation as we stride out on that extra
mile. Thank you for your continued
prayerful support.
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Phillip & Jillian Orme

Prayer Diary
16th October

Sandes Prayer Meeting: The Beacon @ 8:00 pm

9th November

Sandes Committee Meeting

20th November

Sandes Prayer Meeting : The Beacon @ Noon

11th December

Sandes Prayer Meeting : The Beacon @ Noon

.............................................

.............................................

...............................................

...............................................

But I forget what is behind and I struggle for
what is ahead. I run towards the goal. Phil 3:13-14
There have been news articles recently about bad practice in fundraising where
supporters of some charities have been harassed to increase their giving. The
problem was exacerbated when personal details were shared with third parties.
We value those who support this mission and want to assure you that your
donations no matter how large or small are precious to us and your personal
information is strictly confidential and will not be shared with anyone.
Please be assured that what you have done and continue to do to help us is very
important and much appreciated because without it we would not be here. We
hope you will continue to keep faith with with this mission and its purposes. It is
true that our regular support base has shrunk over the years and the need for
funds has continued to rise for many different reasons outside of our control. It
is a challenge with threatens the very future of Sandes.
However, we cannot expect our existing supporters to meet the growing need.
Our challenge is to grow the existing support base and there is a project
underway to try and achieve this. We will share the ongoing story of Sandes with
as many people as possible and try to get them to catch a vision for the work.
Perhaps you could help by sharing our story with your friends. We will also be
looking to sensitively promote the subject of legacy giving in support of Sandes.
The most important challenge is to keep our eyes and efforts focused on the
purposes of this mission and let that steer our course for as long as the Lord
wills. If we major on our problems we will start to feel the cold chill of doubt
holding us back. For generations Sandes has been a place of peace and refuge,
where the hope of the Gospel is gently promoted through proclamation and
demonstration. On that we will stand or fall. I trust as we remain faithful to the
Lord’s calling that support will be forthcoming.
Thank you again for your faithful and prayerful support.
.............................................

Notice for readers in Republic of Ireland: As Eircode was introduced in July
2015, could we ask you to supply your new code for posting purposes.
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Please pray for:

October 2015

1 wisdom for Sandes committee
as they consider the future options
for Sandes.

17 plans that a grand official opening
planned for Sandes in Lisburn will be an
opportunity to glorify God.

2 families and soldiers of 1 Scots
deployed on peacekeeping duties

18 need for Godly and reliable volunteers
to help out in all our Centres

3 support and favour for Sandes in
Harrogate from the new CO and his team.

19 marriages and family life of those in
the Armed Forces which comes under
great strain.

4 fresh inspiration for Army Padres taking
services today at home or abroad.
5 health and well being of all Sandes
staff, volunteers and their families.

20 continued opportunities for Sandes to
witness at personal and group level though
this work.

6 sourcing, purchasing and distribution
of new stock of Sandes dog tags.

21 wisdom on how to profile Sandes work
among potential donors.

7 our continued partnership with Naval
Military & Air Force Bible Society as
they celebrate 235 years of service.

22 the children's Sandy Cove Club in
Lisburn this afternoon.
23 a good attendance at the Encounter
fellowship meeting in Pirbright tonight

8 new padres would find opportunities
to work in partnership with Sandes
and other Christian agencies.

24 younger people to come into the work
of Sandes who would be able to take over
the work in future years.

9 new supporters to supplement those
who currently support Sandes. The current
position is not financially sustainable.

26 wisdom on how to sensitively develop
a legacy support programme for Sandes.

10 opportunities for the Bible quiz within
the busy training schedule at Harrogate

27 all the Bibles and other Christian
literature being distributed thorough
Sandes and other agencies.

11 Internal discussions within Army on
future of CVWW Missions especially their
housing needs.

28 everyone involved in the Good News
Club in Holywood this evening.

12 a breakthrough as we see people
being saved within the military community

29 wisdom on recruiting Support Workers
for Harrogate and for accommodation to
be available for them.

13 wisdom on how Sandes could use
online social networking for outreach.
14 deputation for Sandes tonight at
Church of the Nazarene in Lisburn

30 divine inspiration for the team leading
the Encounter group tonight in Sandes at
Pirbright.

15 soldiers and their families who still
continue to suffer as a result of military
service.

31 Sandes not to be distracted by the
needs of the mission from the aims and
objectives of being here. Trust that support
that will be forthcoming.

16 the Sandes monthly prayer meeting
this afternoon.

Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always
ought to pray and not lose heart. Luke 18:1
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Please pray for:

November 2015

1 the planned Official Opening event
in Lisburn this month would go ahead
and glorify God.

16 people to prayerfully consider
supporting Sandes Mission through their
legacy planning.

2 breakthroughs with the Welsh Guards
community in Pirbright.

17 a sense of fellowship and single
purpose for all Christian agencies working
within the military.

3 wisdom on future of Sandes Dog
Tags ministry as it seems to have an
enduring popularity with soldiers.

18 new junior soldiers at Harrogate to
be positively encouraged by the staff to
come to Sandes.

4 recruitment of a good support couple
and for housing to accommodate them
in Harrogate.

19 the children's Sandy Cove Club in
Lisburn this afternoon.

5 those Christian agencies to the military
meeting as CVWW today in London.

20 the Sandes monthly prayer meeting
this evening.

6 wisdom on how to grow our support
base to provide prayerful and financial
support for the work of Sandes.

21 military families separated by various
deployments and training exercises.
22 preparation for any special Christmas
events in Sandes.

7 soldiers and former soldiers who may
carry the emotional scars of conflict
8 the new Senior Chaplain and his team
throughout Northern Ireland.

23 younger people to come into the work
of Sandes at all levels to take the work
forward into the future.

9 the Sandes committee as they meet
today to discuss the future of the Mission.

24 a breakthrough as we see people
being saved within the military community

10 all the Bibles, literature and Dog Tags
being distributed through our Centres

25 breakthroughs with the 1 Scots
community in Holywood

11 the children gathering for the Good
News Club in Sandes at Holywood that
they and their parents would be impacted.

26 the extra evening openings for cadets
and soldiers in Ballykinlar would bear
fruit.

12 increased footfall and outreach
opportunities in all of the Sandes
Centres.

27 opportunities for Bible Quiz and
associated outreach with Junior soldiers
in Harrogate.

13 a good attendance at tonight's
Encounter Fellowship meeting in Pirbright.

28 Godly volunteers to help in all of our
centres.

14 encouragement for
faithfully support Sandes

who

29 wisdom and leading on new and
sustainable opportunities for Sandes.

15 new methods and opportunities to
reach out to the families within the
military community.

30 not to be distracted from our objectives
but to keep working to that end and trust
that support that will be forthcoming.

those

The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man
avails much James 5:16b
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Please pray for:

December 2015

1 marriages of those in the military which
face tremendous challenges.

16 people needing to talk would feel
secure coming to Sandes.

2 Army housing to accommodate a future
Support Couple in Harrogate.

17 Sandy Cove children’s club today
in Lisburn.

3 our Vice Presidents who faithfully
represent Sandes within military
community.

18 new Vice Presidents and Committee
members to take Sandes forward to future
19 opportunity in discussions to
share the real message of Christmas

4 encouragement and a breakthrough
at the Encounter Fellowship tonight
in Pirbright.

20 courage for all Christians serving in
Armed Forces to live and share their faith.

5 opportunities to help and reach
out to those families within 2 Rifles
at Lisburn

21 New doors of opportunity for Jim and
Maryjane in Harrogate.
22 protection and promotion of Christian
values within military and the Government.

6 recovery in footfall for both outreach
opportunities and financial sustainability.
7 Sandes ministry to be protected from
pressure from contracted caterers.

23 for the physical and spiritual well being
of Sandes workers family members.

8 all the Bibles, literature and Dog Tags
being distributed through our Centres

24 those soldiers who feel separated or
lonely tonight would experience a sense
of God’s loving presence.

9 the children at the Good News Club in
Sandes at Holywood.

25 Glory to God in the highest and on
earth peace, goodwill toward men

10 for soldiers to come to faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ.

26 or those families still having to deal
with serious injury or bereavement.

11 those gathering today
for the work of Sandes.

27 divine inspiration for all Padres today
leading Garrison church services.

to

pray

12 blessing on our existing volunteers
and for new Godly volunteers to help in all
our centres.
13 divine strength and encouragement for
all Sandes workers to persevere in times
of testing.
14 fundraising initiatives to be effective in
raising funds for Sandes mission work.
15 new opportunities and methods of
outreach that would be effective and

28 rest and restoration for the Sandes
staff and for those in the military during
this holiday period.
29 all Christian agencies working
together to bring the hope of the Gospel
to our Armed Forces.
30 God’s anointing on the work of Sandes
in the years ahead.
31 an awareness of the loving call of God
as people reflect on the past and the future.

Let my prayer be set before You as incense, the lifting of my
hands as the evening sacrifice Psalm 141
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The joy of the Lord is your strength

Jan having a coffee with Lt Col Bellamy after his O Group meeting in Sandes

I must be honest and say that I have
recently felt challenged by a number of
situations. With all the busyness of opening
our new centre in Lisburn and overseeing
the existing one in Ballykinlar, we were
feeling tired and really needed a break.
When the battalion went on annual leave
we closed down for two weeks for our
summer holidays hoping to rest and
recuperate.

We live in days when stress and anxiety
seem to be at epidemic levels with so many
people living ‘on the edge’. There is great
striving to achieve and possess, hoping that
this will bring satisfaction and joy but most
often it has the opposite effect. Real peace
in your life can be so undervalued and sadly
many sacrifice it and are left paralysed by
fear or exhausted in the rat race.
The greatest source of peace is knowing
that you have been reconciled with God
through Christ and that the failures of the
past and the fear of the future have been
trusted into His hands. Yet having
experienced this and knowing it to be true,
why do we sometimes revert to being
anxious again?
We are not immune to the trials around us
as they come to challenge our peace and
try to entice us to step out of that place of
prayerful trust. Often the circumstances are
beyond our control anyway and no amount
of worry is going to change them but how
we decide to react in those situations is so
important.

We had arranged to go to a week-long
Christian conference with some friends and
were looking forward to a time of renewal
and refreshment. Although there were good
times during the week it was quite busy and
not as relaxing as we had expected. All was
not lost as we had another week of holidays
and so Jan and I went away for a short
break in West Meath and had a more
relaxing time.
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When we returned home Jan damaged the
soft tissue in her knee and had to be off her
feet for a few days. By the time we returned
to work the following Monday I was
shattered! Instead of feeling refreshed and

enthusiastic about the week ahead, I was
frustrated and agitated. We always have a
time of prayer and reading before we open
the Centre and I earnestly shared my
feelings with the Lord asking for His help
and encouragement.

when we need it, we just need to stay
focused on Him.

The first customer to come in was in a
chatty mood and before long was asking
questions about Sandes and our reason for
being here. Over the next half hour, I had
the opportunity to share a part of my
testimony and as I did, the joy and peace
of the Lord settled me. Over the next three
days I had more opportunities to talk about
our Lord Jesus to people who questioned
me on my faith and the Bible. God had
encouraged me and answered my prayer.

During the first three months the number of
people using the centres has started to
grow and we are getting to know lots of new
people. Many still comment on how well the
centre looks but more importantly how
homely, peaceful and relaxing it is. More
groups of wives are coming in from the
different units based on camp, bringing their
children into the very popular family room.
On one occasion I was working in the office
and I heard the family room door open and
a little girl wailing. I got up to see what was
wrong and the little girl was being carried
by her dad and she was tearfully crying “I
don’t want to leave, I don’t want to leave!”

This now seems to have set a trend as we
see more soldiers being prepared to share
their problems and ask for advice. We
continue to commit them and their issues
to the Lord in prayer. The morning, before
I started writing this report we read Psalm
74 where the writer is in distress and crying
out but then verse twelve starts with one of
those special phrases in the Bible “But
God....” God knows what we need and

The prayer room is special and has been
used by people who just want a little peace
and quiet. It is also used by different groups
for meetings. The Fijian ladies sometimes
use it for their prayer time. Colonel Bellamy
from 2 Rifles has held his O Group meeting
there and we have had a request for it to
be used for a staff meeting for the medical
staff on camp. The Games room is getting
more regular use now with some coming

Soldiers with their families using the Family Room in Sandes at Lisburn
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in for a game of pool or table tennis on their
lunch breaks. We have had enquiries about
holding platoon nights and other special
events. Sandes has also supplied
sandwiches and cakes to events on camp,
with Jan’s Victoria Sandwich proving very
popular with the Padres.
We were privileged to be invited to a
farewell for Bob Barber from SASRA who
has retired after more than 20 years on
Lisburn camp. We wish him well in the
future and look forward to working with his
replacement when he arrives. At the end of
August we said goodbye to Padre Jim
Francis. He had been with the Rifles for 2
years and we had a good working
relationship with him as he often brought
soldiers in for a coffee and a chat. We look
forward to working alongside his
replacement Padre Danny Hernandez who
has come from a posting in Gibraltar.

September will see the start of our
children’s work Sandycove and our Bible
Study. Many of the mothers and children
have been asking about Sandycove and
telling us that they still listen to the CD of
Sandycove songs they received from us in
Ballykinlar. We would value your prayer for
these very special events.
In the busyness of everything we try to
remain focused on our mission. One of our
regulars who noticed how busy the centre
was becoming said “It’s good that I am not
the only one who finds sanctuary in here.”
Whilst it is encouraging the Centre is
recognised as a peaceful place set apart
from the world outside, it is our prayer that
those who come here will find real peace in
their hearts in a relationship with the Prince
of Peace, Our Lord Jesus.

Trevor & Jan Pinkerton

Peace I leave with you; My peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. John 14:27

Unfinished business in Ballykinlar

I had a conversation a while ago with a
Rifleman in the Sandes centre at
Ballykinlar. During this conversation the
subject of drugs came up and he said “I
think you lot here are on drugs because you
are always happy”. Most of what people call
happiness is only superficial and temporary
in nature because it can never impact the
deep issues of our heart and soul. As a
consequence they are left constantly
chasing after a new fix without ever finding
real contentment.
We can all face challenges in our lives and
so is it possible to find peace and joy that
endures despite our situation? The truth is
that we first need to resolve that eternal
issue in relation to God. We can keep
putting it off, make excuses or reject it as
irrelevant but nonetheless we all still need
to find peace with God. Without this, the
happiness we find will only be a thin veneer
which will wear or crack under pressure.
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One of the most famous verses in the Bible
reads “For God so loved the world that He
gave His one and only Son, that whoever
believes on Him shall not perish but have
everlasting life.” This is an absolute truth
that those who put their trust in Christ can
be set free from the guilt of yesterday and
the fear of tomorrow.

Pride is a stumbling block which has led
many to reject Christ. Fear of what others
may say is another. However for those who
have the courage to accept His wonderful
offer of salvation they become a new
person and the Spirit of God starts to shape
them into the likeness of Christ. People will
start to see the difference because you will
have a peace and joy that endures.
Circumstance will longer be the master of
your peace, but your peace in Christ will
overrule your circumstances because you
know your eternal destiny is absolutely
secure no matter what happens.

The soldier in the story recently moved
back to England to start his resettlement
and before he left, we had a few
conversations about God and he said that
he believes there is a reason for his life but
is not sure what that is. I shared about
God’s calling on my life and as he left I gave
him a Bible and he promised to keep in
touch. I hope he does because his life is
precious to God.

One evening I got speaking to a young
cadet and had a very interesting chat about
the history in Northern Ireland but I was
able to emphasize to him the importance of
knowing God personally. No matter what
our history, we can have a future in God.
The future of the Centre in Ballykinlar is still
uncertain. There is still a need here but this
is weighed against the needs elsewhere
and the finances required to cover the
various opportunities. Head Office and the
committee have to take a balanced view on
the Mission as a whole and we trust the
Lord will grant them wisdom in this respect.

Things in Ballykinlar are continuing to be
unpredictable. Some days it is quiet and
other days really busy. We have even had
actors in who are playing a part in the police
scenario training. We heard a rumour that
there may be a film crew on camp to use
some of the facilities to record a drama
series based on army life. We never know
who we might be speaking to on a daily
basis.

Our volunteers remain a constant help and
encouragement here and we would ask you
to remember Frances and her husband as
recently they have both been suffering poor
health. She hasn’t been able to come in,
but is regularly in contact with words of
encouragement. It is a blessing to know we
have regular prayer support from many
friends of Sandes and we thank everyone
for their continued support.

As the schools have started back up we
have also seen an increase in requests for
the centre to open up in the evenings with
the cadets coming to camp to do training
and also with the work experience teams
starting their programmes again.

Trevor & Jan Pinkerton

Cadets and their training staff using the Sandes facility in Ballykinlar on a Saturday night
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Report from Palace Barracks

Marlene with friends of the 1 Scots during the Beating of the Retreat

Shouldn’t we then do everything we can to
make a difference for those who are lost,
for those in need spiritually? Let us also see
the eyes of Jesus, as we look at the faces
of those who frequent our Sandes Centre.
As we sow in tears may we reap in joy.

Several months ago our hearts were
overwhelmed by the images of devastation
and hardship endured by the people of the
Philippines. The picture that captured my
thoughts the most were those of the people
who stood staring and weeping at the
massive destruction. As they wept, I’m sure
it was difficult for them to process the
suffering of their people. Their hearts were
crushed and tears poured from their eyes.
This kind of reaction is of course
understandable. Crying is an appropriate
response to the suffering they encountered.

Tears of Excitement: DV, the new season
of Good News Club starts in October.
Please pray for Joyce and Stephanie as
they minister to the children that they would
know God’s power and leading as they
faithfully teach the children. At the end of
September we plan to have a joint special
with our club and the youth club by way of
introducing the new season. Pray too for
the Fijian ladies as I have been trying to
encourage them to start their own Bible
Study and prayer time on the same evening
as the Good News Club. Some have
already expressed an interest.

As I watched the coverage my thoughts
were turned to the compassion of Jesus,
because He too understood the need for
tears. He was no stranger to tears, as the
scriptures tell us He wept over a different
kind of destruction, the destruction brought
about by sin. As He approached Jerusalem,
a place of corruption, injustice and pain,
Jesus response was tears. ‘Now as He
drew near He saw the city and He wept over
it’ Luke 19:41
Jesus wept pout of compassion and grief.
He wept because many would go to a lost
eternity. If the heart of Christ breaks over
the lost in our world, shouldn’t ours?
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Tears of Sadness: Sadly, the time has
come to say goodbye to some folk. The CO,
Padre and a number of our regular
customers are moving on to new postings.
We are also losing Evelyn, who has been
helping out while Chris recovered from his
surgery. We thank God not only for the
impact that each have had in our lives, but

also for the opportunities we have had to
play some small part in their lives. Pray for
the regiment who will be leaving us on a six
month peace-keeping tour. Remember their
families who will no doubt miss them greatly.
Tear of Joy: In June, I had the privilege of
officiating at my first Sandes wedding. Jack,
who was a soldier in the RIR, is now
employed as a physical instructor. He has
become a regular customer of Sandes for
several years. He promotes Sandes and
always directs any new soldiers to the
Centre, telling them they should go to
Sandes as they’ll get the best scoff on camp
at a reasonable price and the craic is good!
As part of the ceremony, Jack and his wife
accepted a Bible and allowed me to preach
the Gospel. Praise the Lord.

During the summer, I also had the privilege
to be invited to the beating of the retreat.
The evening began with an informal time in
the officers’ mess before going to the
parade ground for the evening’s
entertainment. It turned out to be a great
night, weather and all! At the end of the
evening, we spent some time with the lads
and their wives as some were moving to
new postings. We also met some local
ministers and one in particular expressed
an interest in the work of Sandes. Hopefully
in the near future we can get together.
Thank you for your continued support. Have
a good Christmas and every blessing for
the New Year.

Chris & Marlene Wilkinson

Looking back 25 years in Holywood
of this Christian home.
We are very grateful to the Lord for sending
us Paul Somerville as a full-time member
of the team. Paul became a Christian a year
ago and has recently left the Army, so he
can identify and get on with the lads here.
We are looking forward to again hosting a
rally for SASRA and hoped to be joined by
some of the men and women living on camp.
Monday morning in the television room is
when the young wives meet for a chat and
coffee. The Welfare Officer now makes it
her venue to check the babies and offer any
advice. Numbers attending the Good News
Club have dropped and we will have to
reach out to the children in their own homes
if we are to see the numbers increase again.

Anna conducting the band of 3 Para at
a Christmas evening in the Sandes Centre

Looking back at a Holywood report from
1990, thankfully many things have
changed. However Sam and Anna are still
much loved by many and set a standard of
commitment to which we all still aspire.

The truth of Romans 8:28 “And we know
that in all things God works for good to
those who love Him” has been a source of
great comfort to us in recent weeks as Sam
has been diagnosed as requiring cardiac
surgery. A lengthy waiting list may mean
many months of frustrating inactivity, so we
are seeking prayer support that we will be
able to rest in the Lord and know His peace.

‘Over recent months we have had many
mountain top and valley experiences. In
November a bomb in Rathfriland, claimed
the lives of three young men from the
Parachute Regiment, who were dearly
loved by all of us here. We had the privilege
of accommodating the parents and families
of two of the lads who came to Holywood
for a Memorial Service and of showing them
love, friendship and counsel in the warmth
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Sam & Anna Iron’
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